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labour in which the individual is engaged. The advantages
claimed for the splint are as follows : Physiological rest of
the limb is attained ; each section of the limb is fixed and
trouble from pressure is completely avoided ; the splint is
convenient for wounds, compound fractures, and operations ;
the same splint may be used for either limb ; the apparatus
’is comparatively inexpensive.
The modified "long Liston " splint (vide illustration), for
ase in cases of fracture and injury of the femur, where rest
of the hip-joint is required, consists of an upper and a back
splint. The back splint is of similar make to the one
described except that the tin trough is enlarged to surround a
greater circumference of the femur. To the upper part of this
trough the hip-joint splint is attached by a thumbscrew. It
is so arranged that the same splint may be adjusted to either
limb. The upper, or hip splint, consists of troughed sheet-
iron, 4-2L in. to 5 in. in width, with interruptions of 10 in.,
arranged to avoid pressure at the hip. The upper part of the
splint reaches into the axilla and is attached to the body by
two bands passing round the chest. The lower section
overlaps the tin trough of the back splint, and is attached by
the thumbscrew mentioned above. The over-riding of these
sections, to the extent of 5 in., allows the same splint to be
used in individuals of considerable difference in stature and
build. The splint after bandaging is very rigid, is comfortable
to thp nafipnt !’!.nn ia .rannnr? nnlv tn o. &laquo; HnrlaPn " for ease in
nursing.
Guv’s Hospital.
E. A. PETERS.
A PALPEBRAL ELEVATOR.
THE accompanying engravings serve to illustrate a simple
instrument for raising the upper lid, which I have found very
convenient. It is merely a thin metallic stem, or handle,
with longitudinal corrugations. The terminal half-inch or so
is applied to the skin of the lid parallel to, and at a little
distance from, the ciliary border ; it is then thrust up under
the margin of the orbit and at the same time rotated
between the finger and thumb in the direction indicated by
the arrow, so carrying the eyelid with it. It is not intended
for eversion, nor will it conveniently overcome orbicularis
spasm, but in all ordinary cases, and more especially in
patients with sunken globes and thin flaccid lids, or when
the skin is wet with discharge or smeared with ointment,
it is of mnch convenience and utility. Messrs. Arnold and
Sons, of West Smithfield, have made some for me, and
.supply them at a nominal price.
The Charterhouse. FREDERICK BASS.
THE NIBESTOS FILTER.
IN this filter a novel feature consists in the employment
of an asbestos film similar in form and size to the paper I
filters commonly used in the laboratory. The advantage of
such an arrangement is, we think, of an important kind,
since the undesirable changes taking place in an accumulated
deposit, and its contaminating effects upon the water, may
be easily avoided by simply replacing the fouled film with a
fresh one. The "nibestos " film, which is an asbestos com-
position, exhibits very marked filtering powers according to
our own practical observations, whilst it admits of regulating
to any ordinary degree of pressure, so preventing impurities
being forced through or the speed of the filter being
retarded. It effects a remarkable improvement in the colour
of water when viewed in depths, the foreign brownish colour
being eliminated, the blue, natural colour of water only
remaining. It is an ingenious and effectual device. The
filters we recently inspected were exhibited at Halberstadt-
mansions, 126, Charing-cross-road.
A NEW TROCAR AND CANNULA FOR EMPYEMA.
IN cases of empyema, where, after the use of the ordinary
trocar and cannula, it may be necessary to enlarge the opening
for the introduction of the drainage-tube, a little difficulty
sometimes occurs. To obviate this I have devised a trocar
and cannula, with a groove running down one side of the
cannula, and a corresponding one on the trocar, so that the
opening can easily be enlarged without the risk of the knife
slipping. I think the instrument may be used in numerous
other instances. The principle might be adapted to the
aspirator. The instrument depicted was made for me by
Mp.1’:1’:r1’: H’p.rri1’: and fin. nf Bristol
Flaxton, York. 
vv
ALFRED KEBBELL, M.R.C.S. Eng.
A MODIFICATION OF VOLKMANN’S SPOON.
IN operating on the spinal column for Pott’s disease, as in
many other cases of necrosis of bone, Volkmann’s spoons are
of inestimable value, particularly where the bone has died
chiefly by molecular disintegration, leaving only small
sequestra and debris to be dealt with ; but in working at
the bodies of the vertebra I have found the usefulness of the
spoon impaired and restricted by reason of the depth of the
carious bone and the straightness of the instrument in its
usual form. I have therefore devised and had constructed
spoons the terminal two inches of which are set at an angle
of 45&deg; with their handles. They are made in two forms, in
one of which the cutting edge and concavity of the spoon are
directed inwards towards the concavity of the elbow thus
formed, and the other outwards towards its convexity. The
result is two instruments of considerable power, which enable
n
the operator to scrape either towards or away from himself,
so that by their means the whole of an ulcerated cavity can
be thoroughly gone over irrespectively of its situation in the
vertebral body. The handles are strong and serrated, giving
a good grip, and the instruments are made in two sizes, as in
the case of the ordinary straight spoons. I am indebted to
Messrs. Down for the faithful manner in which they have
carried out my idea, and I believe that in these instruments
surgeons will find a valuable aid in deeu and difficult
operations.
Friar-street, Reading.
J. HOPKINS WALTERS,
Surgeon to the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
